
 

Andean Chocó, Ecuador 

 

Most travelers to Ecuador looking for wildlife skip the mainland in favor of the Galápagos. But 

just an hour outside Quito lies the Andean Chocó, a vast cloud forest teeming with exotic birds, 



pumas, ocelots and giant anteaters—and you no longer need to be an intrepid bushwhacker to 

enjoy it. 

 

From top: Hummingbirds congregate at Mashpi Lodge, located in a private reserve; Copal Waterfall, a 

popular hiking destination in Mashpi Reserve.Mashpi Lodge (2) 

In prime toucan- and condor-spotting territory, the 13 suites at the new N’Cielo Adventure 

Lodge come with volcano views and soaking tubs. Near the adventure hub of Mindo, the newly 

opened Saloya offers treetop lofts, an infinity pool and a fine-dining restaurant. Two hours 

northwest, Mashpi Lodge anchors a vast private reserve and will debut a suspension bridge in 

April that leads to a panoramic sunset perch. 

Feel-good bonus: Your tourism dollars support sustainable local livelihoods, reducing reliance on 

forest-degrading activities like logging, mining and farming. —N.W. 

https://ncielo.com/
https://ncielo.com/
https://saloyamindolife.com/
https://www.mashpilodge.com/


Mashpi Lodge blends seamlessly into the surrounding cloud forest.  Mashpi Lodge 

 

 

 


